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CHILDREN AND CAR SEATS 

 

As a parent we are not only wanting to ensure that we are legal when putting our children into the 

car we also want to know that they will be safe and protected in the event of any incident. 

However the whole issue of ensuring children are in the right 

seat for the car and the right seat for their size, age and height 

is an absolute nightmare. Over the years in an effort to introduce 

aditional legal requirements and specification on the grounds of 

safety and added protection we have confused both parents and 

even practitioners who have made it their business to try and 

help explain the complexities surrounding getting the right seat 

and fitting it correctly. 

 

Many parents for instance are apparently ignorant of the law, 

which states that all children up to age of 12 or 1.35m in height 

must use a car seat. This leads to parents quite inocently 

breaking the law on a daily basis many believing that they are 

not doing anything wrong. 

 

Research by consumer experts Which? found that one in five 

parents don't use them for children aged 6-10, so risking a fine. 

The watchdog said many people are confused by the law and 

struggle to know how to fit the seats properly. Worryingly, the 

survey also found more than half – 53 per cent - who bought a 

new car seat were not shown how to fit it. One just wonders 

whether or not this is because the people who sell the seats just 

don’t have the technical knowledge or are frightemn of the 

consequences if they get it wrong. 

 

It would also seem that parents are totally confused and unsure at what age children should be 

moved from a seat classified as 'Group 0+' , where they face backwards, to 'Group 1', where they 

face the front. 'Almost a quarter of parents falsely believe they should make this change when their 

child turns one, while 26per cent of parents did not know the answer at all. Parents are therefore 

exposing their babies to a higher risk of injury in a crash by turning them forward too soon.' 

 

Most new mothers leaving hospital with their newly born child get asked about what provision they 

have made for transporting them home which is all very well but I am doubtful whetehr they really 

understand whether what they leave the hopsital sitting in is right for the car and in many respects 

we cannot expect them to know everything about the relationship between all the various seats 

and vehicles which they may or may not be suitable. 

 

Somewhere along the line we need to make the system much more understandable and there is a 

desperate need to educate and train parents and those who are responsible to retailing child seats 

to know more about them. There could even be a legal requirement that you cannot sell child seats 

unless you have qualified staff who can talk about fitting them and with the knowledge as to what 

will fit in what car. It needs greater knowledge that just being able to look at a manufacturers 

chart and say this meets all the requirements the whole thing has become more complicated but 

the question also ought to be should it be as complicated as it has become. This website 

maintained by RoSPA may offer some help https://www.rospa.com/road-

safety/resources/films/child-car-seats/ 
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THREE YEARS TO GET THE LAWS RIGHT FOR DRIVERLESS CARS 

 

The Government has commissioned the start a three-year review by the Law Commission of England 

and Wales and the Scottish Law Commission which will ‘examine any legal obstacles to the 

widespread introduction of self-driving vehicles and highlight the 

need for regulatory reforms’ to clear the way for the introduction 

of self-driving vehicles. The key aspects will be adjusting laws to 

reflect the fact self-driving vehicles will not have a driver in the 

traditional sense or a steering wheel and also consider some of 

the criminal offences involved. The project’s end date – 2021 – is 

the year that ministers have said they expect to see driverless 

cars widely in use on British roads although experts have doubted 

whether the regulatory framework will be in place in time or whether the infrastructure will have 

been designed and upgraded in order for drverless cars to actually be able to have a presence on 

our roads. 

The Law Commissions’ joint project will examine difficult areas of law, reviewing and answering 

questions such as: 

 Who is the ‘driver’ or responsible person, as appropriate 

 How to allocate civil and criminal responsibility where there is some shared control in a 

human-machine interface 

 The role of automated vehicles within public transport networks and emerging platforms 

for on-demand passenger transport, car sharing and new business models providing mobility 

as a service 

 Whether there is a need for new criminal offences to deal with novel types of conduct and 

interference 

 What is the impact on other road users and how they can be protected from risk 

 

E LEARNING MODULES FROM IAM ROADSMART 

IAM RoadSmart has devised a series of seven e-learning 

modules which will improve knowledge and abilities before 

you even set foot outside your door. Each e-learning module 

costs just £5 and offers up to 20 minutes of interactive 

tuition.  

IAM RoadSmart says the e-learning modules focus on specific 

aspects of driving that many drivers find challenging, and the 

modules' interactive nature, with pictures and animations 

help make the key points easily memorable. 

More information at 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/e-learning-modules 
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Topics covered are: 

•  Motorway driving 

•  Parking and manoeuvring 

•  Driving on country roads 

•  Driving in towns 

•  Managing distractions 

•  Managing speed 

•  Managing overtaking 
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NO ROOM FOR MOTOCYCLES IN THE CAPITALS TRANSPORT STRATEGY 

The Mayor of London has outlined his plans to improve transport in the Capital over the next 25 

years – with the ambition for 80% of trips to be made by foot, 

cycle or public transport by 2041. The strategy includes 

‘record investment’ in rail, tube and bus services, an 

‘unprecedented focus’ on walking and cycling, and a 

commitment to make London’s entire transport system zero-

emission by 2050. 

The Mayor of London has been critised for failing to properly 

recognise the contribution and benefits which the use of motorcycles can make to transport 

improvements and has failed to include reference to them in his strategy say the Motorcycle 

Industry Association. The MCIA says that in TfL’s ‘war on motorised transport’, it is lumping 

commuter motorcycles and scooters in with cars, taxis and construction traffic – despite the fact 

that PTWs significantly reduce congestion in the Capital, take up less road space and are far less 

damaging in terms of air quality. 

 

MOBILE PENALTY ANNIVERSARY 

More than 26,000 motorists – including 500 novice drivers who had their licences revoked – have 

been caught using a mobile phone since tougher penalties came into force 

om March 1st 2017 when the penalty was doubled to £200 plus six penalty 

points.  

To mark the first anniversary of the introduction of the new penalties, 

THINK! is highlighting the chances of being caught in a series of adverts 

which will run on radio, social media, on demand video and in shopping 

centres, as part of its ongoing campaign to raise awareness of the dangers 

of using a mobile phone while driving. 

 

YOU CAN LEARN TO DRIVE ON A MOTORWAY FRON JUNE 2018 

BUT only with an Approved Driving Instructor and dual control cars 

 

Learner drivers will be able to take motorway driving lessons from 4th June 2018, the Government 

has confirmed. 

The DVSA hopes the move will provide a broader range of ‘real life 

experiences’ and better prepare learners for independent driving 

when they pass their test and it comes not long after the chnages 

were introduced to the driving test to make it more realistic to 

every day driving.. 

Under the new rules, learners will be allowed on motorways when accompanied by an approved 

driving instructor in a dual control car.Any motorway lessons will be voluntary, with the driving 

instructor responsible for deciding whether the learner driver is sufficiently competent. It will not 

form part of the test. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



5 

 

 

DRUG DRIVE TESTING 

Almost 25,000 motorists in England and Wales have failed a drug-drive test since new legislation 

came into force in March 2015. Data was collected from 40 

police forces and showed 8,336 drivers tested positive for 

cannabis and 3,064 for cocaine between March 2015 and 

January 2018. 

Cheshire Police carried out the most drug-driving tests –  

4,491 followed by the Metropolitan Police 3,254, Essex Police 

1,857, West Mercia Police 1,704 and Merseyside Police 1,517. 

In all the data suggests about 43% of the tests returned positive – based on results from the 24 

forces that were able to provide the total number of tests as well as the number of positive results. 

 

VAPING WHILST DRIVING 

Using e-cigarettes while driving could land 

motorists with the same penalty as being 

caught on a mobile phone, a senior police 

officer has warned. Although ‘vaping’ while 

driving is not an illegal act, it is up to the 

discretion of police officers to determine 

what they deem as a potentially dangerous 

and distracting handheld electronic device. 

According to RAC news, those deemed to be 

distracted by the e-cigarettes could be 

prosecuted for driving without due care and 

attention, the penalty for which can be 

disqualification, three to nine points on a 

licence, or a fine of up to £2,500. 

 

BUS DRIVERS COME OUT TOP 

A recent survey by Continental Tyres has found that motorists, cyclists and pedestrians all believe 

bus drivers to be the safest most considerate and least annoying, drivers on the roads. This was the 

conclusion reached after a poll of 1,000 each of car drivers, cyclists and pedestrians, But driving for 

a living doesn’t automatically make you a good 

driver – van drivers were rated as the least 

considerate drivers by pedestrians and cars, and 

the least safe by cyclists.   

Not signalling was the most irritating thing that 

road users could do, according to 7 out of 10 car 

drivers and 3 out of 5 pedestrians and cyclists. 

Also up there on the list of top annoyances was 

mobile phone use on the road – 74% of lorry 

drivers, 60% of car driver, 55% of pedestrians and 

50% of cyclists agreed checking a phone was 

among the worst things you could do. Taxi drivers 

didn’t come off particularly well either, being rated the least considerate group by cyclists. 

The survey also suggests that road users should walk a mile in each other’s shoes to gain more 

perspective on considerate driving. 
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INVESTMENT IN CYCLING 

Cyclists in eight cities across England including Bristol, Leeds, Cambridge, Birmingham, Norwich, 

Manchester, Newcastle and Oxford will benefit from a £7m Government investment in projects 

designed to create more cycle-friendly areas. 

The funding forms part of the DfT’s Cycle Safety 

Review to ‘ensure that our roads are as safe as 

possible for all who use them’. 

In addition the cities will now be given the 

chance to bid for an additional £6.5m to trial new 

schemes which improve safety. 

A further £500k will be used to support Cycling UK’s Big Bike Revival project which is helping to get 

more people cycling safely and confidently across the country. 

 

DRIVERS IN UK NOT DETERRED BY HIGH PENALTIES FOR MOBILE PHONE USE 

The UK has some of the highest fines for using hand-held mobile phones in Europe – but even so 

many UK motorists remain undeterred with almost 12,000 drivers a year still being prosecuted for 

the offence, IAM RoadSmart has discovered. A new survey from top German motoring organisation 

ADAC shows many European countries have relatively low financial punishments for using a hand-

held phone while driving – Bulgaria, Iceland, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Austria, 

Poland, Switzerland, Slovakia, Hungary and Czech Republic all have fines of under 100 Euros. 

Germany fines up to 100 Euros, France 135 Euros and Italy 160 Euros. At the equivalent of around 

225 Euros, UK fines are only beaten by Holland (230 Euros) and just pip Spain and Denmark at 200 

Euros. 

In spite of the possibility of a £200 fine and six driving licence points, figures published by the 

Ministry of Justice show the number of 

offenders convicted of "using or causing others 

to use a handheld mobile phone while driving" 

stood at 11,961 for 2016.  

Despite this level of penalty, driving while 

using a handheld mobile phone in the UK 

continues with some addicted drivers refusing 

to accept the risk it causes to themselves and 

other road users. The recent IAM RoadSmart's 

Safety Culture Survey showed that 90% of those surveyed felt the dangers caused by people 

accessing social media or email messages while driving was a significant threat to their personal 

safety and they felt it was an even bigger threat than drink-driving.  

 

FLEET CONFERENCE 

This year’s Brake Professional Fleet Safety Conference will be held on Friday 25th May at the 

Birmingham Conference and Events Centre, just behind New Street station. The Fleet Safety 

Conference is for anyone involved in managing work-related road safety including fleet managers 

and suppliers. More information at http://www.brakepro.org/take-part/fleet-safety-conference 
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DRIVING WITH LOW BLOOD SUGAR 

I am grateful to Tom Harrington for this conclusion to a more indepth article which he has written 

on the subject of hypoglycaemia. This is a particular issue for those people who 

suffer with diabetes and his conclusion in the article published below is an excellent 

summary of the issue. 

“ Most people know that 

driving under the influence of 

alcohol or drugs is dangerous, 

but driving with low blood sugar, also called 

hypoglycaemia, is also very dangerous. 

People with diabetes who drive at the wrong 

time can black out behind the wheel and 

injure or kill another person or themselves. 

Most people are aware of having low blood 

sugar and report that it is not a pleasant 

experience. But some people with diabetes 

have “hypoglycaemic unawareness” and don’t 

feel any symptoms until it’s too late. That’s 

why it’s important to check your blood sugar 

level before you drive. Even on short journeys 

“hypo” can be dangerous, so test before each 

journey. If you notice signs that your blood 

sugar is low or you are otherwise concerned 

that you may be low during the journey, find 

a safe place to stop and park. Remove the 

ignition key and move into the passenger 

seat. This is how to avoid any suggestion that 

you may be “under the influence” whilst in 

charge of a vehicle. If you are low, treat the 

hypo with fast acting glucose and sufficient 

slower acting carbohydrates to ensure your 

blood glucose levels are at a safe level for 

the rest of the journey. 

Diabetes is common among 

people who lead sedentary 

lifestyles especially among 

those involved in the driver 

training industry however, 

if left unchecked a 

hypoglaecemic episode 

could be disastrous. If you experience any of 

the above symptoms, consult your physician 

and together you can develop a strategy to 

combat the possibility of suffering a 

hypoglycaemic episode so you can continue 

driving safely. Finally, a history of 

hypoglycaemia does not mean an individual 

cannot be a safe driver. Rather, when there 

is evidence of severe hypo, an appropriate 

evaluation should be undertaken to 

determine the cause of the low blood 

glucose, the circumstances of the episode 

and whether adjustment to medication may 

mitigate the risk and the likelihood of a 

hypoglycaemic episode recurring.”  

A copy of the full articles can be found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/guidance-reference/ 

  

NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE APPOINTED 

The Road Safety Markings Association (RSMA) has announced the appointment of 

Stu McInroy as its new Chief Executive Officer in succession to George Lee who 

now leads the Highway Term Maitenance Association. Since 2009 Mr McInroy has 

led the Bookmakers’ Committee, a statutory body parented by the Department 

for Culture, Media and Sport, and the National Pawnbrokers Association. He 

represented both organisations at the highest level in commercial, political and 

public sector environments across a wide variety of government departments, 

agencies and industry. Prior to this he was a senior officer in the Royal Air Force. 

where he worked in programme management, strategic policy, regulation/governance and leading-

edge technology.  
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YOUNG DRIVERS EXPERIENCE 

We regularly trot out the concerns we have for the high incident rate amongst young drivers and 

quote now quite an outdated statistic of 1 in 5 being involved in an incident within the first six 

months of their driving career. Over the years we have learned that this has more to do with 

experience than any bad attitude to the driving task. True enough there are those young drivers 

who choose to act in an irresponsible way – exceeding the speed limit, using their mobile phones, 

taking drink or drugs but in essence are they any different from their so call elders. Evidence would 

suggest not.  

Learning by experience is very much a passage of time and driving exposure to all manner of 

different situation and the 17 to 24 years olds equally live in a vaccum where the exposure to risk 

of any kind is not something they think of in the same way as when they get older.  

We will never expose  learner drivers to every situation which they will encounter once they gain 

the freedom to drive further afield and we should not be placing the blame at the door of the 

driver trainer, as we sometimes do for the disproprtionate number of young and newly qualified 

drivers who come unstuck. 

Recently I was reminded about rule 219 in the Highway Code … which is about emergency vehicles 

and states:  

You should look and listen for ambulances, fire engines, police, doctors 

or other emergency vehicles using flashing blue, red or green lights and 

sirens or flashing headlights, or traffic officer and incident support 

vehicles using flashing amber lights. When one approaches do not panic. 

Consider the route of such a vehicle and take appropriate action to let 

it pass, while complying with all traffic signs. If necessary, pull to the 

side of the road and stop, but try to avoid stopping before the brow of 

a hill, a bend or narrow section of road. Do not endanger yourself, 

other road users or pedestrians and avoid mounting the kerb. Do not 

brake harshly on approach to a junction or roundabout, as a following 

vehicle may not have the same view as you. 

 

All very well in theory but quite different in practise and unless during the learning period with an 

instructor the opportunity arises when learner and instructor become confronted with such a 

situation the theory does not get chanelled into practice and the newly qualified driver is left to 

fend for themselves the first time they are in that position and that’s not to say that the hazzard is 

going to present itself in the same way every time.  

Equally the chances of coming in contact with horses on the road is comparitaively rare for the 

majority at the time they are learning and so here again 

the newly qualified driver has to make up their own 

mind about how to put the theory into practice. The 

highway is not very helpful either stating that you should 

slow down and give them plenty of room when passing 

which is all a matter of interpretation. The only positive 

thing it really says is do not sound your horn or rev your 

engine. Whilst there is other advice around from the 

British Horse Society the new driver is left wondering 

what slow down really means in terms of speed and what measurement is plenty of room?  
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POTHOLE EPIDEMIC 

Cycling UK has expressed concern  over the number of cycling casualties which showed that 64 

cyclists were killed or seriously injured in one 

year in collisions attributable to potholes and in 

some new Department of Transport Data has 

indicated that between 2007 and 2016, a total 

of 22  cyclists died and 368 were seriously 

injured where poorly maintained roads could be 

considered to be a contributory factor. The 

figures have been published following a 

parliamentary question which was submitted by 

Catherine West MP. 

Meanwhile the RAC fears that the pothole problem will get a lot worse following the recent 

freezing conditions and that spring may see nearly as many potholes as daffodils. They have 

concerns that while the true effects will only become apparent in the coming weeks and months, 

its quarterly Pothole Index, which tracks vehicle breakdowns as a result of damaged shock 

absorbers, broken suspension springs or distorted wheels, should give an early indication when it is 

published in early April. It previously showed that RAC patrols attended 11% more breakdowns in 

the last quarter of 2017 that could be attributed to potholes than in the same period in 2016 with a 

total of 2,830 such breakdowns being logged between October and December 2017 in contrast to 

2,547 in the same quarter of 2016. 

Whilst there has been a succession of Government “Pothole Funds”, the state of the UK roads is 

still poor says the RAC.  

 

REVIEW DRIVING LAWS AS WE MOVE TOWARDS SELF-DRIVING VEHICLES 

The Government has commissioned a review of driving laws to ensure the UK remains one of the 

‘best places in the world to develop, test and drive self-

driving vehicles’. The review which is likely to take at least 

three years is to be carried out by the Law Commission of 

England and Wales and the Scottish Law Commission and 

will examine the legal obstacles to the introduction of 

autonomous vehicles.  

The review will look at how current laws will need to be 

adjusted to reflect the fact self-driving vehicles of the future will not have a driver or perhaps even 

a steering wheel – while also considering some of the criminal offences involved. It will seek to 

explore and provide some clarity in the following areas: 

 Who is the ‘driver’ or responsible person? 

 How to allocate civil and criminal responsibility where there is some shared control 

 The role of automated vehicles within public transport networks and emerging 

platforms for on-demand passenger transport, car sharing and new business models 

providing mobility as a service 

 Whether there is a need for new criminal offences to deal with ‘novel types of 

conduct and interference’ 

 The impact on other road users, and how they can be protected from risk 
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OUR LOVE HATE RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR CARS 

A survey by IAM RoadSmart has found that British car owners are a bunch of grumps with less than 

one-third of car owners having given their car a name. The poll was carried out on its Facebook and 

Twitter channels – and the results revealed how unsentimental we are when it comes to naming 

their vehicles. 

On Facebook in the space of 24 hours 703 people voted: some 469 

people said their car did not have a name (67%), while 234 had 

given their car a moniker. On Twitter 131 people voted: Some 69% 

said they had not given their car a name and 31% had. Some names 

given to cars include a Hyundai i20 called Holly, a BMW called Brad, 

a Jeep called Dudley, a Volkswagen Beetle in yellow and black 

called Bumblebee and a Land Rover called Toby. Other more 

individual choices include Gargamel (after the evil character in the 

Smurfs cartoon series), Black Dahlia, NATO Anti-Tank Vehicle (a Volvo 340!) and Dorcas (a Biblical 

character known for her good works). One very affectionate account read: "Mr Bimble, our Metro – 

23 years old, still bimbling along, and left everyone standing in the snow!" Two people chose to call 

their cars KITT, after the talking Pontiac driven by Michael Knight (played by David Hasselhoff) in 

the 80's TV series Knight Rider. One of these is a Tesla Model S. 

Perhaps more realistically one respondent said his car is given a name "only when it doesn't start 

and then it gets called all sorts of names!" Another said: "A car is a machine to get from one place 

to another, not a pet. No name for my wagon, cars or motorbike." 

 

THEORY AND PRACTICAL TEST STATISTICS 

The DVSA have just published some statstical information relating to the final quarter of 2017 in 

which they record that during the period October to December 

there were  553,351 theory tests and 461,055 practical tests 

conducted. This represents an incease over the same period in 2016 

of 1.6% and 6.9% respectively across all categories of tests. 

During the quarter car tests made up 90% of theory and 91% 

practical tests during October. 

At the end of December 2017 there were 39,259 Approved Driving Instructors (ADI) on the statutory 

register. This represents a decrease of 0.5% compared with 2016 and 13.5% when compared with 

2012.  

In the same period, there were 2,424 approved Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) motorcycle 

instructors. This represented an increase of 0.6% compared to December 2016 and a decrease of 

18.2% compared to December 2012 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

FACT 

In 2015, there were 170 young people between the 

ages of 17 and 24 who were killed or seriously 

injured in reported collisions when over the legal 

alcohol limit. 
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TRAM NETWORK TO BE EXTENDED 

Edinburgh City Council has shortlisted four bidders for a £90m infrastructure and systems contract 

on the project to extend its tram network to Leith and Newhaven. The council described the move 

as ‘another key milestone’ towards completion of the final business case for the project, which is 

currently estimated to cost around £165m. The shortlisted bidders, who will be invited to tender 

for the contract in mid-April, are: BAM Colas Rail JV; Dragados; Farrans Sacyr Neopul JV; and Sisk 

Steconfer JV. 

TACKLING AIR POLUTION 

Strategically-placed road signs can help tackle air pollution by prompting drivers to turn their 

engines off at traffic lights, new research reveals. A study conducted by 

the University of East Anglia (UEA) has revealed that road signs placed at 

a busy junction can lead to an increase in the number of people turning 

their engines off at red lights. The signs used in the study, which cost 

£1000 in total, had messages such as: ‘Turn off your engine when the 

traffic lights are red. You will improve air quality in this area.’ Before 

their introduction only 9.6% of people turned off their engine while 

waiting at a red light — this increased to 17% when a sign was present. 

 

MORE ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS 

The London Boroughs are set to place another 2,630 charging points in the next financial year - an 

increase of over 300% - according to a new survey. The survey by London 

Councils found the boroughs have already installed 644 charging points 

since January 2017 and are planning on installing at least another 2,630 by 

2018/19. The charging points installed include a mixture of slow (3kwh, 

mainly lamp columns), fast (7-22kwh) and rapid (50kwh+) charging 

solutions. 

 

TACKLING FALLING ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL 

Nearly a third of all fatal crashes on the motorway in France are as a result of falling asleep at the 

wheel. In an effort to help reduce the number of 

casualties a company has come up with new hi-tech 

glasses. The tech-enhanced eyewear has been 

designed to detect signs that a driver is starting to 

nod off and then wake him or her with a flashing red 

LED light or with a sound buzzer embedded in the 

frame of the glasses or on a connected smartphone. 
The glasses are due to go on sale late next month at 

the 1,200 sales outlets across France of the optician 

chain Optic 2000 and will cost around €250. 

The glasses themselves are equipped with a gyroscope, an accelerometer, and infrared thermal and 

light sensors, which all work together to detect when it’s time for the driver to take a break. The 

glasses mount, made using 3D printing technology are lightweight and water resistant, can be worn 

or fitted to a regular pair of corrective lenses, and can operate autonomously for around 24 hours 

before it needs recharging. 
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CHANGES TO THE MOT  

The MOT test was first introduced in 1960 under the direction of the 

Minister of Transport, Ernest Marples, under powers in the Road Traffic Act 

1956. Since then it has changed and been updated and again the way that 

the MOT test works in England, Scotland and Wales will change from 

Sunday 20th May 2018. The changes will affect cars, vans, motorcycles and 

other light passenger vehicles. There are FIVE main changes.  

1. Defects will be categorised differently 

Defects found during the MOT will be categorised as either: 

 Dangerous - A direct and immediate risk to road safety or has a serious impact on the 

environment. Do not drive the vehicle until it’s been repaired. Fail  

 Major - It may affect the vehicle’s safety, put other road users at risk or have an impact on 

the environment. Repair it immediately. Fail 

 Minor - No significant effect on the safety of the vehicle or impact on the environment. 

Repair as soon as possible. Pass  

2. Stricter rules for diesel car emissions 

There will be stricter limits for emissions from diesel cars with a diesel particulate filter (DPF). A 

DPF captures and stores exhaust soot to reduce emissions from diesel cars. The vehicle will get a 

major fault if smoke of any colour can be seen coming from the exhaust or there is evidence that 

that the DPF has been tampered with. 

3. Some new things will be included in the MOT 

Daytime running lights will be checked on vehicles first used from 1 March 2018. Also to be checked 

will be  tyres are obviously underinflated,  if the brake fluid has become contaminated,  fluid 

leaking and posing an environmental risk, brake pad warning lights and if brake pads or discs that 

are missing, reversing lights on vehicles first used from 1 September 2009,  headlight washers on 

vehicles first used from 1 September 2009 (if they have them) daytime running lights on vehicles 

first used from 1 March 2018.  

4. The MOT certificate will change 

The current MOT test certificate will change to a new style to list the new types of defects and will 

list any defects under the new categories, so they’re clear and easy to understand. Also the service 

to check the MOT history of a vehicle will be updated to reflect the changes. 

5. Some vehicles over 40 years old won’t need an MOT 

Cars, vans, motorcycles and other light passenger vehicles won’t need to have an MOT if they’re 

over 40 years old and have not been substantially changed (PDF, 62.8KB). At the moment, only 

vehicles first built before 1960 are exempt from needing an MOT. When the rules change on 20th 

May 2018, vehicles won’t need an MOT from the 40th anniversary of when they were registered.  

The good news with all these additional checks is that the maximum fees MOT centres can charge 

won’t change but remember that you can be fined up to £1,000 for driving a vehicle without a valid 

MOT. 
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PASSENGERS WANT SAFETY 

Safety is one of the top priorities for people travelling on buses according to a survey conducted by 

Volvo Bus of around  6,000 passengers from across Europe, asking what makes a bus trip a positive 

experience. 

Bus and coach passengers from the UK, Italy, Spain, Germany, 

France and Sweden were polled, with 47 percent stating they 

wanted information about the bus’s safety before their trip, and 

66 percent said they used the vehicle’s seat belts. Comfortable 

seats, plenty of legroom and a fast Wi-Fi link were listed as the 

most desirable factors for a positive bus journey. 

Amongst the bugbears of bus travel, 79 percent said noisy fellow passengers were the biggest 

annoyance, while the knees of the passenger sat behind digging into your seat came a close second, 

at 71 percent. Strong-smelling food was listed as another annoyance by 50 percent of passengers, 

although only 25 percent of those polled in Italy thought the same. 

 

OLDER DRIVERS – A TRICKY ISSUE  

One of the issues which comes around with regular frequency is whether drivers over a certain age 

should be retested or at least given some kind of 

assessment and guidance to correct perhaps bad 

habits which have crept in or adjustments which 

individuals have made for comfort reasons which 

may not be safe practices. That said surveys have 

indicated that older drivers are not necessarily bad 

or worse drivers than anyone else but when they 

have a crash are more likely to suffer serious injury 

and a longer healing period as the body becomes 

more fragile with age.  

We also must take into consideration as to whether it is safer to be driving than giving up and 

falling into the vulnerable road users arena of being a pedestrian or taking to a bicycle. Of course 

one must not ignore the dangers that might be posed to other road users if the compentency levels 

drop too low. 

We have recently learned that the number of over 70’s with a driving licence has exceeded five 

million for the first time and  a total of 265 britons over 100 also hold a licence with four people 

aged 104 being the oldest. Of course that is not to say that they are actually driving or for that 

matter drive very much. Older people tend to use their cars for convenience many just taking it out 

once or twice each week to make a local journey. 

According to figures produced by the DVLA there has been a 15% rise in centenarians with licences 

since 2015.  

Concerns have been raised that some older people are driving when they might not be fit to do so 

while other may be giving up their cars too early risking exclusion from services and activities. 

Calls are requently made for more testing of older drivers but most have very good safety records 

and recognise their own limitation.  
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YOUNG PEOPLE MORE INTERESTED IN BASIC CAR MAINTENANCE 

A survey of around 1,000 carried out by insurance company LV=, 50% of drivers aged 17-24 said they 

would find basic car maintenance easy to carry out 

themselves. This is in contrast to just 31% of driver’s aged 45 

and above who said they would find it easy to repair a simple 

problem with their vehicle. Changes to the modern driving 

test which has incorporated more mechanical knowledge is 

thought to have contributed to younger people having more 

confidence with vehicle mechanics.  People of this age also 

look to the Internet to seek advice and learn to fix basic 

mechanical problems and data is demonstrating that ‘how 

to’ videos for car and home maintenance continue to grow 70% year on year.  

 

MOTORCYCLISTS AT A HIGHER RISK 

The London Assembly Transport Committee says motorcyclists in the Capital face ‘an unacceptable 

level of risk’ every time they take to the roads. Statistics show that just 1% of journeys made in 

London are by motorcycle, yet riders account for 27% of the people killed or seriously injured on 

the Capital’s roads. In a newly published report the committee says TfL’s Motorcycle Safety Action 

Plan – developed in 2014 – is now outdated and needs to be renewed with new safety measures. 

The report raises concerns over reductions in TfL’s road maintenance budget, suggesting that 

motorcyclists are particularly susceptible to poor road surface conditions. It also calls for 

motorcyclists to be allowed to ride in all bus lanes. On a positive note, the report describes TfL’s 

Urban Motorcycle Design Handbook as a ‘major step forward for motorcycle safety’ – adding that it 

is important the guidance set out in the book is followed. 

Finally the report concludes that the mayor of London and TfL should consider reinstating plans to 

develop a ‘London Standard’ for motorcycle safety training – which was omitted from the mayor’s 

draft Transport Strategy published in February. 

 

TOO LATE TO IMPOSE FIXED PENALTY 

Manchester City Council could find themselves having to repay thousands of bus lanes fines after an 

discovering that some charges were issued too late to be legally valid. The law states that penalty 

charge notices must arrive in the post within 28 days 

unless the council needed to check details with the 

Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency. 

An error in the council’s automated system meant up 

to 23,500 penalty charge notices for bus lane 

contraventions were issued late over a three-month 

period. The council said that not all tickets would be 

invalid as extensions did apply in a significant 

proportion of cases. However, is it asking motorists who were fined between 2nd October 2017 and 

16th December 2017 to ask for their case to be examined.  
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